Friday, March 30, 2018 


-ENTERPRISE 


$1.50 FACEBOOK.COM/THEPRESSENTERPRISE TWITTER.COM/PECOM_NEWS 


Sentinel fowl signal presence of deadly 
diseases, but SoCal coops are getting cut 


By Chris Haire 


chaire@scng.com, @CJHaire on Twitter 


It was 6 a.m. and the sun wasn’t due up for another hour. 
But vector ecologists Harold Morales and Steve Vetrone were 
already on the road. 

The pair spend most of their days tracking and study- 
ing mosquitoes to tamp down the spread of deadly dis- 
eases, such as West Nile virus. But last week, they headed 
to San Jacinto to snag a semi-secret, very scientific, virus- 
fighting weapon. 

Chickens. Sentinel chickens. 

“These guys are out on duty every night,” said Susanne 
Kluh, the director of scientific-technical services for the 
Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control. “I love our lit- 
tle guardians.” 

For decades, vector-control agencies in California, respon- 
sible for fighting insidious disease-carrying pests and ro- 
dents, have relied on the domesticated fowl as a surveil- 
lance tool to predict when human cases of West Nile virus 
and St. Louis encephalitis are likely to occur. 

They are, in a way, the perfect canary in the coal mine 
for such a task: They sit in coops throughout Southern Cal- 
ifornia 24 hours a day, seven days a week, waiting to get 
bit. And unlike canaries, the first to die in the mines, chick- 
ens don’t get sick from the diseases they contract. Rather, 
they form antibodies that show up when vector control tests 
their blood. 

Throughout the state, there are 139 chicken flocks run by 
29 agencies in 25 counties, according to the California Pub- 
lic Health Department. In Long Beach, there are four such 
chicken coops, one in each quadrant of the city. El Monte 
has a coop. So does the San Fernando Valley. 

But sentinel chickens, as they are called, are increas- 
ingly losing favor. Within the last five years, vector con- 
trol agencies in Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino 
counties — as well as the San Gabriel Valley — have dis- 
continued their programs. Officials there cite high cost, 
too many hours put into keeping the chickens healthy 
and inconsistent results. 
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CHICKENS 
ARE SITTING 
DUCKS 


ABOVE: These white leghorn laying chickens, used as sentinels to 
detect the presence of mosquito-borne diseases, such as West Nile 
virus, are being phased out for newer methods in many places. 
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of mosquitoes in California, official say, and more 
than 3,000 worldwide 


in the state; they are run by 29 agencies in 25 counties 


McDonald’s workers will 
get more tuition help 

The fast-food giant will triple the 
annual cash that some workers 
get to assist with paying for 
college or trade school. 
BUSINESS ON NEWS 14 


Team praised for thwarting 
planned attack on college 


Riverside County sheriff's employ- 
ees were saluted for work to halt a 
shooting plot at Norco College. 
LOCAL ON NEWS 3 


Sexual assault case brings 
125-year sentence 


A Banning man is sentenced for 
sexually assaulting children. 
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Angels fall to A's in 
II innings; Giants 
hand Dodgers, 
Kershaw a I-0 loss 


Below: Angels infielder Andrelton Simmons 
walks back to the dugout after Marcus Semien 
of the Oakland A’s, center, celebrates after he 

drove in the winning run in the 11th inning 
on opening day. 
See more in Sports 
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Yasiel Puig of the Dodgers walks back to the 
dugout after striking out against the San 
Francisco Giants on Thursday. 
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Russia 


to expel 
60 U.S. 
diplomats 


Tit-for-tat in gas 
attack ups tensions 


By Richard Pérez-Pefia 
The New York Times 


LONDON » Russia will expel 60 
U.S. diplomats and probably 
dozens from other nations, the 
Kremlin said Thursday, intensi- 
fying its clash with Europe and 
the United States. 

The action, which also in- 
cludes closing the U.S. Consul- 
ate in St. Petersburg, retaliates 
for the expul- 
sions of more 
than 150 Rus- 
sian officials in 
other countries. 
Those expul- 
sions were a re- 
sponse to a poi- 
son attack on 
British soil that 
Britain and its 
allies blamed on Moscow. 

The U.S. ambassador to Russia, 
Jon M. Huntsman Jr., was sum- 
moned to the Foreign Ministry, 
the foreign minister, Sergey Lav- 
rov, announced. The 60 U..S. dip- 
lomats to be expelled equals the 
number of Russian diplomats 
whom Washington is expelling. 
The Americans were given until 
Thursday to leave. 

In addition, Russia plans to 
expel an unspecified number of 
diplomats from the more than 20 
other countries and NATO that 
joined Britain and the United 
States in expelling Russians. Lav- 
rov said the number would “mir- 
ror” the number of expelled Rus- 
sians, which suggested that the 
ultimate total could exceed 150. 
(Britain and Russia have already 
each expelled 23 of the other 
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Were asking 
FCC member, 
congressman 
about ‘neutrality’ 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


What makes the internet great 
for users — and potentially less 
profitable for huge companies — 
is under threat. 

So say a commissioner from 
the Federal Communications 
Commission and a congressman 
from the Inland Empire who this 
week stressed the importance of 
net neutrality during a forum at 
Riverside City College. 

Neutrality — the basic rule that 
internet service 
providers should 
treat all content 
equally and not 
speed up or slow 
down access to in- 
formation — has 
created an even- 
handed playing = i 
field for online in- Mignon 
novation. Many Clyburn 
argue it’s the con- 
cept that helped 
fuel everything 
from Netflix and 
Facebook to your 
crazy uncle’s blog. 

And it soon 
might go away. 

A recent 3-2 F 
vote by the Fcc Mark Takano 
commission re- 
versed a 2015 ruling that barred 
internet providers from blocking 
websites, or from charging more 
for faster service and certain con- 
tent. Though the FCC decision is 
being challenged in court, some 
consumer advocates argue the 
vote eventually could lead to an 
internet dominated by big com- 
panies at the expense of start-ups 
and independents. 

After the forum in Riverside, 
one of the FCC commissioners 
who dissented in that 3-2 vote, 
Mignon Clyburn, a Democrat 
appointed by President Barack 
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